manufacturer of one-of-a-kind
I jewellery in Heidelberg,
G.qnit.'lll.}'. lIl."'.':":;'i|'|r'|:|:'||1|'| i 51.:;1-”.

unveiled at the recently concluded
Basel fair its latest collection of Magic
Pearls jewellery, featuring pearls with
pemstone and gold inlay.

Ceabriele Weinmann, one half of the
Weinmann+Stapif tandem, said inter-
national patents are pending for the
Magic Pearls technology, which she
and partmer Wighent Staplf developed
in 1998, Magic Pearls s a registered
trademark in the Linited States and 2
1'||.:||'|'||_'r:.:r' |:_|-[ COLLres 1 El.lri,:ll_'ll;_'. ]I:
[apan, application has been made for
trademark registration,

“What is new about our idea = not
merely decorating the pearl by perfo-
rating it and bonding the faceted
stones into the heles, or covering the
natural imperfections of the pearl with
gold. W carefully carve cut imperfect
parts and re-establish the peards natrat
form by replacing the cupour pars
with gemstones that caprure lght,” Ms
Weinmann said.
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Gabrsle Walnmann, wenarng ono of tho
designs of Germany-based Welnmanns+
SiapH, dovelopor of Maglc Poards

The inspiration for the Magic Pearls
came three wears ago when Ms
Weinmann saw a necklace with a big
bouth Sea pearl at she Basel fair "The
pear] was big and had good hestre, bug
had an imperfection. So | thought, ves,
wie have 1o make something perfect our
of an imperfection. My panner, who ©
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a stoncoutter, and [ went back to our
pallery and set to waork.”

The couple wses a variety of gem.
stongs, such as opal, tourmaline,
.|.||:|-:.:!||:.."3.l and dizmonds, and borders
all gemstones with 18k gold or plac-
M.

“Dur creations are for people who
want to wear unigque picces of jew.
ellery. There is licle  difference
between two perfectly clean pearl
necklaces, With Magic Pearls, one can
make unique picces.”

Ms Weinmann stressed that the
company does not e pooroueality
pearls, “We need pearls with thick
nacre and good lustre, [ work only on
a pearl if there is an imperfection,” she
said.

Weinmann+Stap i looking for a
licensed partner to produce Magic
Pearls. "W would like to hand the
whole idea to a partner who is big
enough to change the pead market.
We can wransfer the technology and
alsn help with the designs” Ms
Weinman said.



